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W a x a h a c h i e
Message From the Mayor
Citizens of Waxahachie,   
 As we begin a new fiscal year on October 1, I am 
excited about the additions and improvements that are 
planned for the 2018-2019 budget year. 
 Waxahachie is experiencing a steady growth on 
all fronts. New residents are moving here, business are 
opening, and tourists continue to visit Waxahachie for its 
history, charm and beauty. We are fortunate that with the 
influx of people and commerce, that has translated into 
an increase of revenues so that the City is able to continue 
offering an excellent quality of life through improved 
infrastructure, public safety, offering the highest level 
of customer service to our residents and visitors, and 
planning and preparing our community for future growth. 
These core priorities of City Council are reflected in this 
year’s budget. 
 In regards to public safety, staffing will be 
increased with both the Police and Fire Departments. 
Three firefighter positions have been added, and will 
be partially funded through a SAFER grant for the 
next three years. Three police officer positions, and 
two civilian support positions have been added at the 
Police Department. These added positions will help the 
City maintain the highest level of service and safety in 
Waxahachie as the number of people we serve continues 
to grow. 
 Infrastructure is also a high priority, and this 
is reflected in $7 million in plans for rehabilitation. 
Construction is planned for Colonial Acres, East University, 
and Matthew Street Bridge. Engineering costs have been 
budgeted for Kaufman Street, Flat Street, Clift Street and 
Cumberland Street, with a construction plan for next year. 
 Quality of life improvements also remain a top 
priority. Our City is blessed with an abundance of green 
spaces and parks, however, the amenities of many of 
these spaces are beginning to show their age. There is 
also a need to add amenities at some of our parks due to 
a growing population and an increasing number of active 
residents. 
 Penn Park is currently in Phase 2 of our aggressive 
rehabilitation initiative, including irrigation, site lighting, 
and a revamping of the football field. Funding has also 
been planned for the design services necessary for Phase 

3 of the  improvements to Penn Park. 
 Significant funding has also been budgeted so 
that Getzendaner Park will receive an all-around much 
needed overhaul. These improvements will include a 
facelift to the ADA playground, added electrical hookups, 
tree trimming, drainage work, and more. 
 Next to Getzendaner Park, the historic 
Chautauqua Auditorium will also see improvements. New 
restrooms will be added to  the facility inside unused 
space in the current ticket booth. Many of the events that 
utilize this facility have had to rent portable restrooms in 
the past, and the new restrooms will eliminate that. The 
Chautauqua will also receive new ceiling fans and audio/
visual equipment, including a retractable screen with rear 
projection that may be used for presentations or to show 
films. It is also important to note that these improvements 
will not change the historic aesthetic of this structure.
 Additionally, customer service remains a key goal 
for City leadership. This is reflected in the addition of 
key staff additions, in an effort to continue to provide an 
excellent level of service to our citizens. 
 This is a great time to live, work, and visit 
Waxahachie.  We are growing, and that is inevitable. 
Because of that, an incredible amount of thought, 
planning, care, and consideration is made on a daily 
basis by City leaders and staff to ensure that we grow in 
a positive manner, and that we continue to be the best 
Waxahachie we can be. Years of strategy and care have 
been put into the decisions that are being executed 
today, and today we are putting great thought into what 
will continue to make us successful 5, 10, 20 or 30 years 
down the road. 
 When decisions are made, we not only consider 
our heritage and our present situation, but even more 
we consider our children, grandchildren and future 
generations. I feel strongly that the Waxahachie we are 
building for them is a great one, and I couldn’t be more 
proud. I hope you will join in the excitement. 

Sincerely, 
Kevin Strength

Mayor of Waxahachie

Garbage Discount Available
for Seniors

 The City offers an optional Senior Discount for 
residential solid waste (Garbage) customers who are 65 years 
of age or older.
 The discount is currently $1.30 per month. 
Waxahachie residents who (1) have their water, wastewater, 
and solid waste accounts registered in their name and (2) 
who are 65 years of age or older - can apply for the discount 
by either:
 • providing proof of age at the Water Utility Billing 
Offices at City Hall - or - 
 • If the City already has some form of proof of age on 
file, (e.g. you provided a copy of a valid driver’s license when 
you initially opened your utility account) you can qualify by 
simply calling the Utility Billing Department  at 469-309-4170 
and ask to be enrolled in the program. 



 Mark your calendars for the 23rd Annual 
Texas Country Reporter Festival.  This one-day 
arts and music festival will take place around 
the historic courthouse square in downtown 
Waxahachie on Saturday, October 27, from 9 
a.m. -7 p.m.  Admission is FREE.  
 Festival goers will be entertained all 
day, including a concert by Shenandoah, best 
known for their hit singles “Two Dozen Roses,” “I 
Want to Be Loved Like That,” “Next to You Next 
to Me,” “Church on Cumberland Road,” “Sunday 
in the South” and many more.  Other special 
guests scheduled to perform throughout the 
day include The Prairie Dogs, Pistol Packin’ Paula, 
Willow City, The Purple Hulls and other guests 
featured on “Texas Country Reporter.”            
 Kelli and Bob Phillips, hosts of the 
weekly TV show “Texas Country Reporter,” will 
make their grand entrance to the stage at 10 
a.m. for the opening ceremony.  Surrounding the 
courthouse square will be more than 250 booths 
set-up with artists, craftspeople, festival food, 
live entertainment and some of the people who 
have been featured on “Texas Country Reporter” 
over the years.                 
 The popular autograph booth also 
returns this year allowing people to meet and 
greet with Kelli and Bob Phillips and some of the 
featured musical guests.                
 The 23rd Annual Texas Country Reporter 
Festival is presented by Carlisle Chevrolet, 
Cadillac, Buick, GMC and White Fox Vineyards.   
Other sponsors include CNB of Texas, Waxahachie 
Downtown Merchants Association, Boyce Feed 
& Grain, El Mexicano Grill, City of Waxahachie, 
Waxahachie Chamber of Commerce, TXA 21/
MeTV, 99.5 the Wolf, Waxahachie Daily Light, 
KBEC 1390/99.1, Ellis County Living Magazine, 
NOW Magazine, Hampton Inn & Suites and 
Holiday Inn Express & Suites.
 For more information on the festival, call 
the Waxahachie Convention & Visitors Bureau at 
972-937-2390 or visit www.waxahachiecvb.com.  

23rd Annual Texas Country Reporter Festival in Downtown Waxahachie

4th Annual IOOF Oddfest
October 6 – 9 am-6 pm
Singleton Plaza
For more information:  collegestreetpub@yahoo.com

Vintage Market Days
October 12-14
Ellis County Expo Center

Legacy Run – 5k and 1 Mile Fun Run
October 20; 8 am
Lumpkins Stadium
For more information:  972-923-4631

Texas Country Reporter Festival 
October 27; 9 am-7 pm
Historic Downtown Waxahachie
Join Kelli & Bob Phillips, hosts of the weekly TV show, Texas Country 
Reporter, for the 23rd Annual Texas Country Reporter Festival.  This 
one-day arts and music festival will take place around the historic 
courthouse square in downtown Waxahachie on Saturday, October 
27, 2018 from 9 a.m.-7 p.m.  Admission is FREE.  
Festival goers will be entertained all day, including a free concert.  
Surrounding the Waxahachie courthouse square will be more than 
250 booths set-up with artists, craftspeople, food, live entertainment 
and some of the people who have been featured on Texas Country 
Reporter over the years.                    
For more information on the festival, call the Waxahachie Convention 
& Visitors Bureau at 469-309-4040 or visit www.waxahachiecvb.com.  

Trick or Treat on the Square
October 31; 3 pm-5 pm
Downtown Waxahachie

Farm-to-Table Dinner on the Square
November 3
Downtown Waxahachie

Waxahachie WWII Weekend & Reenactment
November 9-11 (the big battle will be at 3 pm on Saturday, 
November 10) 
Historic Downtown Waxahachie

Ellis County Veterans Appreciation Ceremony
November 10; 10 am
Waxahachie Civic Center

Small Business Saturday 
November 24 
Downtown Waxahachie

Christmas Parade & Community Tree Lighting
November 27 – 6:30 pm 
Downtown Waxahachie
Other activities include – CNB of Texas Train Rides, EwePet Petting 
Zoo & Pony Rides and other children’s activities followed by photos 
with Santa.  

UPCOMING EVENTS
For a complete list of events, please visit www.waxahachiecvb.com. 

City Manager Michael Scott welcomes the 
crowd at the Grand Opening and Open House 
for the new Waxahachie Police Department 
facility. The new complex opened in August and 
is located on Farley Street. 

Fire Chief Ricky Boyd speaks to guests at the “push 
back” ceremony for Waxahachie Fire-Rescue’s newest 
engine. 

The new Utility Office located at 301 Clift Street 
opened in late summer. This building will house all of 
the offices for Utility Field Staff. Many of those staff 
members are pictured here at the Grand Opening for 
the new facility.  


